
Men ACWY immunisation programme  

The meningococcal ACWY (Men ACWY) vaccine was introduced in the UK schedule in 2015 
in response to year on year increases in invasive meningococcal capsular group W disease.  

Although the rise was initially recorded in 2009, cases of invasive disease were later 
observed across all age groups and across all regions of England suggesting that carriage 
and transmission of the bacteria had become established. Of concern, Public Health 
England had also observed meningococcal W related deaths in young children with 
increases in cases among students attending university for the first time.   

As a result, the JCVI recommended the introduction of the Men ACWY vaccine as part of a 
phased approach designed to generate population level herd protection. The vaccination 
programme was established at pace within the schools based immunisation services with 
the vaccine being offered routinely to adolescents alongside the school leaver booster 
(Td/IPV). In addition, those aged 18 years and ‘freshers’ (those attending university for the 
first time) were also eligible to receive the vaccine via their GP practice as part of an 
enhanced service.   

Whilst the schools based programme is now established across London, health 
professionals are reminded that those adolescents who may have missed the opportunity to 
receive the MenACWY vaccine continue to remain eligible until their 25th birthday, this 
includes those attending university for the first time.  

GP practices are strongly encouraged to familiarise themselves with all the requirements set 
out within the enhanced service specification, and to ensure that eligible patients registered 
at their practice receive the vaccine at the earliest opportunity. GP practices administering 
the vaccine to those eligible are able to claim payment from NHS England of £10.06 for each 
dose administered. Men ACWY vaccine is supplied centrally free-of-charge and can be 
ordered via ImmForm.  

The Men ACWY immunisation programme remains important in ensuring direct protection 
from invasive meningococcal disease from capsular groups A, C, W and Y. In 2016/17, 
Public Health England have reported year on year increases in cases of invasive disease 
with Men B accounting for 53% of all cases, followed by Men W (30%). This trend has 
continued in the first quarter of 2018.   

Regrettably, NHS England London have also been made aware of a meningococcal W 
related death in an older eligible adolescent attending university for the first time, who 
unfortunately did not receive the vaccine prior to attending university. This incident, 
alongside the continued increases in cases, underlines the importance of the Men ACWY 
immunisation programme and for GPs to ensure that those eligible for immunisation receive 
the Men ACWY vaccine at the earliest opportunity.  
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